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Date: Wednesday, March 10, 2010 

Subject: Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) National Board of Directors 
Meetings  March 3-6, 2010 

OVERVIEW: 

•	 As the Region of Peel representative to the FCM National Board of 
Directors, Mayor Susan Fennell participates in the Board and 
Committee meetings as well as presides as Chair of the Ontario 
Regional Caucus. 

•	 As a member to the Standing Committee on Community Safety & 
Crime Prevention, Councillor Gael Miles attends the National Board 
Meetings. 

•	 This report provides the highlights of the meetings of the FCM 
National Board of Directors held in Moncton, New Brunswick on March 
3-6,2010. 

Recommendation: 

1.	 That the report from Mayor Susan Fennell, dated March 10, 2010, re: Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities (FCM) National Board of Directors - March 3-6, 2010, 
be	 received, and; 

1.	 That the report from Mayor Susan Fennell, dated March 10, 2010 re: Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities (FCM) National Board of Directors - March 3-6, 2010, 
be forwarded to the Council of the Regional Municipality of Peel for information. 

Introduction: 

The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) held its National Board of Directors 
meetings in Moncton, New Brunswick on March 3-6, 2010. Mayor Fennell attended the 
Board Meetings in her capacity as Peel's representative to the National Board of 
Directors and presides as Chair of the Ontario Regional Caucus. Councillor Gael Miles 
attends the committee meetings as a member of the Standing Committee of Community 
Safety & Crime Prevention. This report will provide the highlights of the various 
committees that make up the National Board meetings. 
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Highlights of the National Board Meetings: 

Executive Committee 

As Chair of the Ontario Caucus, Mayor Fennell is a table officer for the Executive 
Committee of the National Board of Directors. The Executive Committee received a 

briefing presentation on FCM's financial position including an overview of the projects 5
year financial plan and the fiduciary responsibilities of the Green Municipal Funds (GMF). 

Executive Committee & Standing Committee Chairs 
As a table officer of the Executive Committee, Mayor Fennell attends this informal meeting 
to discuss issues of common interest and to provide updates on Committee business. FCM 
staff provided a briefing on the Federal Speech from the Throne, to be given later that day 
and the Budget announcement to take place the following day. FCM's pre budget position 
was highlighted and members were informed that they would be kept apprised of the 
outcomes of these two legislative proceedings as they unfold. 

Committee of the Whole 

The FCM 1st Vice President, Hans Cunningham, welcomed the delegates to the Board of 
Directors meetings and provided a high level overview of what FCM is looking for the 
federal government to include in the 2010 Budget: 

•	 Protect local governments and their property tax payers from spending cuts and 
offloading as the Government of Canada sets out to eliminate its budget deficit. 

•	 Sustain core federal investments in cities and communities delivered through the 
Federal Gas Tax Fund, the 100% GST rebate, and affordable housing programs. 

•	 Strengthen the federal-municipal partnership to meet national challenges in the post
recession world, including homelessness, crime, climate change, and aging 
infrastructure. 

The 2nd Vice President provided an overview of the objectives of the Governance Review 
Committee as follows: 

•	 To assess performance of the Board or Committee and its core responsibilities 
•	 To assess perceived importance of responsibilities for the next 1-2 years 
•	 To assess the quality of enablers in place to support Board Effectiveness 
•	 To review reimbursement of board member expenses. 

The Board members were asked to complete a survey that will be analyzed and a report 
will be brought to the National Board on the governance issue at the March 2011 meetings. 

The membership received a presentation on FCM's new initiative for Rights-of-Way 
information sharing. FCM has prepared a handbook for municipalities to use in discussions 
with telecommunications companies on rights of way issues. The latest initiative to be 
launched in April is a web based platform that expands on the handbook to promote 
community discussion. This is a pilot project that will be used for other FCM issues such as 
waste management or infrastructure. Members were encouraged to have staff participate in 
the web site for information sharing and best practices. 
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Ontario Regional Caucus meeting 
Mayor Susan Fennell chairs the Ontario Regional Caucus. 

•	 The Chair advised that 2nd Vice President, Councillor Berry Vrbanovic be nominated 
and endorsed to stand for 1st Vice President at the May 2010 AGM and that the 
FCM Elections Committee be so advised. 

•	 Mayor Fennell gave an overview of the FCM Executive Committee meeting held on 
March 3rd that received a full day briefing on FCM finances and discussed strategic 
and long term financial issues. 

•	 Mayor Fennell commented on the extraordinary Winter Olympic Games and 
presented a resolution to be forwarded to the National Board to recognize efforts of 
municipal leaders and volunteers that contributed to the success of the games. 

•	 The Caucus received an update from AMO President, Peter Hume and engaged in 
discussion on the differences between Provinces and Territories for the services 

provided from municipal property taxes. It was requested that a template of funded 
services by Province be developed as a background tool for advocacy and the 
information for the caucus. 

•	 Caucus members received updates and discussed other agenda topics related to 
Changes to the FCM's Resolution process, Annual Conference in Toronto, the Buy 
American agreement, Hospital funding, Status of Women, "World Water Day" and 
"Earth Hour". 

Standing Committee on Social Economic Development 
Mayor Susan Fennell is a member of this Standing Committee. The focus of this meeting 
was the consideration of the recommendations on Affordable Housing and Homelessness 
to be forwarded to the Board for approval. A status update on the National Action Plan on 
Housing and Homelessness that has guided the advocacy efforts of the Committee since 
2008 was discussed. The committee approved the recommendation to produce public 
policy research on the Housing First initiative and the Sustaining Communities Partnering 
initiative program model. It was agreed that as the Federal Government needs to balance 
its budget over the coming years, FCM's go forward advocacy for Housing and 
Homelessness will be focused on protecting existing funding programs. 

•	 The Committee considered and adopted a resolution reiterating the call for FCM 
members to join the Canadian Coalition of Municipalities against Racism and 
Discrimination. 

•	 A resolution urging sustainable funding for early learning and child care was referred 
to the Association of Municipalities in Ontario (AMO). However, the committee 
affirmed its desire to revisit this issue at a time when there is a greater likelihood of 
achieving a national child care strategy. 

Standing Committee on Municipal Finance & Intergovernmental Arrangements 
Mayor Susan Fennell is a member of this Standing Committee. The focus of this committee 
meeting was to approve the recommendations in the Buy American update report. This 
report provides an update on the Canada-U.S. agreement and next steps. To assist in a 
better understanding how this agreement may affect municipal procurement, Minister Peter 
Van Loan agreed to provide a short update by teleconference at this Committee meeting. 
Assistant Deputy Minister Don Stephenson, Canada's chief negotiator for Buy American, 
was also on the call with the Minister to answer questions. Discussion focused around 
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continuing to understand the impacts of the deal on Canadian municipalities. The Minister 
and the Committee agreed that a continued political-level relationship will be crucial to 
addressing trade issues like Buy American and others in the future. The Minister agreed to 
participate in FCM's Joint Working Group on International Trade. 

•	 Committee received an update on the Public Private Partnership Fund (P3) that 
oversees the $1.2 Billion in the Building Canada Fund (BCF). Staff reported on 
FCM's objectives in the on-going discussions with the Federal Government to 
influence the design and roll-out of the P3 Fund. 

•	 Staff also provided an overview of the economic and fiscal environment in Ottawa, 
highlighting some core budgetary realities that will shape FCM's post-budget 
advocacy strategies. 

Standing Committee on Environmental Issues and Sustainable Development 
The focus of this committee meeting was to approve the recommendations in the 
Conference of the Parties (COP15) to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change (UNFCCC) report and the recommendations in the Climate Change 
Advocacy Update. This report provides a summary of FCM's activities at COP15, held to 
negotiate a post-Kyoto Protocol agreement and FCM's next steps. FCM's report Act 
Locally: the Municipal Role in Fighting Climate Change released at the start of the COP15, 
provided the framework for the Canadian municipal story for FCM's participation and 
networking on climate change. The result of COP15, was a non-binding pact called the 
Copenhagen Accord that will be discussed at the next climate change conference this 
summer with hopes for a binding agreement to be sealed in Mexico City at the end of 2010. 
For future international climate change activities, the Committee endorsed a full review of 
FCM's participation in the Local Governments and Municipal Association (LGMA) and 
those representing the international municipal voice on climate change. 

•	 An emergency resolution on the need for a fair plan for implementing the new 
federal wastewater regulations to ensure adequate funding for the estimated cost of 
$10-13 Billion on top of the existing $30 Billion wastewater infrastructure deficit was 
approved by the Committee. 

Standing Committee on Increasing Women's Participation in Municipal Government 
Mayor Susan Fennell is a member of this Standing Committee. The focus of the committee 
meeting was to receive updates and discuss the action items, policy and advocacy 
priorities of the Committee on the following topics: 

•	 Funding proposal to the Status of Women Canada for a 2-year program with
 
approximately $360,000 to organize 20 campaign schools across the country.
 

•	 As part of International Women's Day, Status of Women Canada will present 3 
national funding announcements, including one to FCM on Monday March 8, 2010 at 
Ottawa City hall. 

•	 FCM Scholarship Program that continues to disperse a national scholarship of 
$2000 at the post secondary level and this year will begin awarding 5 secondary 
school scholarships of $500 to a student in each of the 5 regions of Canada. 

•	 Ann MacLean Award for Outstanding Service by a Woman in Municipal Politics has 
officially called for nominations. The Committee Chair invited all board and 
committee members to submit nominations for those deserving of this award. 
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Standing Committee on International Relations 
The focus of this committee was to receive updates on recent policy work, advocacy 
initiatives and business development efforts in the following areas: 

•	 The signing of agreements for new projects in the Ukraine, Indonesia and Sri Lanka 
as well as the submission of a proposal for the departments core program, Municipal 
Partnership for Local Economic Development and proposal development for projects 
in the Caribbean, Bolivia and China. 

•	 FCM's coordinating efforts regarding the Canadian municipal response to the 
earthquake in Haiti. FCM is mobilizing a broad-based national municipal effort in 
close collaboration with several provincial-municipal groups and the Government of 
Canada. FCM has created an online database of available municipal expertise that 
could potentially assist in Haiti's long-term reconstruction and has opened an FCM-
managed fund to support the rebuilding of Haiti. 

•	 The Committee discussed and adopted a proposed amendment to the International 
Policy statement which would outline actions FCM will take in the event of future 
international natural disasters. 

Standing Committee on Community Safety and Crime Prevention 
Councillor Gael Miles is a member of this Committee. The focus of this meeting was to 
consider the recommendations in the staff report, Update on Pandemic Planning related to 
the emergence of H1N1 to be forwarded to the Board for approval. As of mid-January, over 
25 M doses of the H1N1 vaccine had been distributed and the Federal government is 
preparing for a possible third wave of the virus. FCM has continually advocated the 
important role that municipalities play in pandemic preparedness. A recommendation was 
approved for FCM to advocate for a direct role in the Government of Canada's evaluation 
of its pandemic planning response, once flu season has come to an end. 

•	 The committee discussed a terms of reference for a soon to be released report on 
organized crime. The report which is to reflect gang response activities from across 
the country will be circulated to committee members prior to its release. 

•	 Staff provided an update on the Coalition of Sustainable Policing that will soon be 
meeting with a number of police stakeholders in Ottawa, which provides FCM with a 
further opportunity to advance its police agenda. 

•	 The Committee considered and adopted resolutions on illicit drugs, the
 
disappearance and murder of women and on the safety of transit workers.
 

Standing Committee on Municipal Infrastructure and Transportation Policy 
Mayor Susan Fennell is a member of this Standing Committee. The focus of this committee 
was the advocacy approach to the infrastructure stimulus fund. The need for pursuing 
flexibility in the future towards the project deadline was reaffirmed by the committee. The 
committee agreed that advocacy should highlight relative allocation of the benefits of 
infrastructure stimulus funds such as renewed infrastructure, job creation and economic 
stimulus. 

•	 The committee heard 2 presentations from Mayor Pat Fiacco, City of Regina on the 
National Infrastructure Summit, January 26-28, 2011 and Massimo Bergamini of 
Interchange Public Affairs on the development of the ROW Outreach Campaign. 

•	 The Committee considered 3 resolutions, 2 in relation to NAV Canada's relationship 
with local communities and one pertaining to de-staffing of lighthouses. 
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Standing Committee of the Rural Forum 
Mayor Susan Fennell is a member of this Standing Committee. The focus of this committee 
was the proposed next steps in the relationship with the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans (DFO). It was recommended that FCM withdraw from the MOU with DFO and 
focus on a regional level initiative with DFO in the prairies. FCM will continue to work with 
DFO staff, but express concern with the progress of the partnership and propose new term 
objectives and goals. 

•	 Two presentations were made at the Rural Forum, 
o	 The first by M. McAuley, the Ontario President of the Canadian Postmasters 

and Assistants Association on the issues facing rural postmasters and; 
o	 The second by J. Cotton, General Manager Government Relations and Policy 

Framework for the Canada Post Corporation on Canada Post's presence in 
rural Canada and its process for closing rural post offices. 

•	 The Committee received updates on the Infrastructure Stimulus Fund and the 
Building Canada Fund projects, specifically on rural roads and bridges and on the 
financial assistance program offered the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation 
for the rural broadband strategy. 

Executive Committee 

As Chair of the Ontario Caucus, Mayor Susan Fennell is a table officer for the Executive 
Committee. The Executive Committee previewed the reports of the table officers and 
emerging items prior to being on the National Board of Directors meeting agenda the next 
day. 

National Board of Directors 

Mayor Fennell represents the Region of Peel as a Director for FCM's National Board. The 
National Board of Directors discusses and approves the reports and related 
recommendations from the Executive, Standing Committees and Provincial/Territorial 
Causes and the Reports of the Table Officers at this meeting. The highlights of the National 
Board meeting are as follows: 

Report of the Chief Executive Officer 

Brock Carlton provided a synopsis of the Federal budget released the day before. The 
main points of interest to FCM and its members were highlighted : 

•	 Reconfirms the government's commitment to Year 2 of Canada's Economic Action 
Plan, will reassure communities undertaking stimulus projects that the partnership 
forged with the federal government continues. 

•	 No major tax cuts or tax hikes. 
•	 No cuts to transfers to individuals, provinces/territories and municipalities, protecting 

core investments in cities and communities - the Gas Tax Fund, the GST rebate and 
the existing social housing programs - as it reduces the federal budget deficit. 

•	 Plan to reduce the deficit to near zero over five years. 
•	 The budget invests in a limited number of new, targeted initiatives to build jobs and 

growth, strengthen innovation, and attract new business investment. 

FCM's Member Advisory and Presidents Statement on the 2010 Federal Budget is 
attached as Appendix "A" 
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Emergency Items Arising from Standing Committees 

As Chair of the Ontario Caucus and Table Officer on the Executive Committee, Mayor 
Fennell requested that the National Board of directors endorse a resolution from the 
Ontario Caucus acknowledging those who made the Winter Olympic Games a success. 
The resolution was adopted and is attached as Appendix "B" 

Reports of the Standing Committees 

Standing Committee Chairs provided verbal summaries of the business conducted at each 
meeting and presented recommendations for the National Board endorsement. 

Reports of the Regional Caucuses 

Regional Caucus Chairs provided verbal summaries of the business conducted at each 
meeting for the information of the National Board. Mayor Fennell provided a high level 
overview of the agenda items discussed at the Ontario Regional Caucus. 

Report of the First Vice President 

Director Hans Cunningham provided an update on the 2010 Annual Conference to take 
place in Toronto. The National Board adopted the Committees on Conference Planning 
recommendations for the 2011 FCM sustainable Communities conference to be awarded to 
the City of Calgary and the 2016 Annual Conference be awarded to the City of Winnipeg 
and to the City of Ottawa in 2017 to coincide with Canada's 150th anniversary. 

Report of the Second Vice President 

The Third Vice President made this verbal report on behalf of the Second V.P. Karen 
Leibovici, Councillor presided over the resolutions for debate from the Standing 
Committees and provided information on the changes to the Procedures for Resolutions 
and the activities of the Governance Committee. 

Report of the Third Vice President
 

Karen Leibovici, Councillor, tabled the membership report for receipt.
 

Report of the Vice President at Large
 
Mayor Claude Dauphin, spoke to the reports on Financial Statements as of December 31,
 
2009, Operations Budget 2010-2011, the Green Municipal Funds and the Human
 
Resources update.
 

Next Steps 
The next meeting of FCM is the Annual Conference and Municipal Expo scheduled for May 
28-31, 2010 in Toronto, Ontario. 

Susan Fennell 

Mayor 

EMINETTO
Text Box
Original Signed By
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Avis aux Members 

membres de la FCM Advisory 

Please distribute to all Members of Council and CAOs 

MEMBERS' ADVISORY 

FCM's Response to the Federal Budget 

Finance Minister Jim Flaherty introduced the 2010-11 federal budget in Ottawa yesterday. 
In a statement released immediately following this announcement, FCM President Basil 
Stewart applauded the federal government for protecting core investments in cities and 
communities as it reduces the federal budget deficit. These investments will help local 
governments - and Canadian property tax payers - build the infrastructure that is the 
backbone of our economy and quality of life. 

Specifically and importantly, the government is standing by its promise to permanently 
invest $2 billion a year in gas tax revenues in safer roads and bridges, quality public transit, 
and clean drinking water. This commitment, along with the protection of existing funding for 
affordable housing and the GST Rebate for municipalities, is helping local governments 
build greener communities that can compete for new jobs, talent, and investment in the 
post-recession world. 

Canadians can't afford to relive the 1990s deficit-fight, when federal and provincial budget 
deficits were shifted on to their property tax bills, or paid for with cuts to local services. 
Today's budget protects Canadians by protecting their communities. 

The budget also committed to continue the stimulus plan through the end of its planned 
second year, in March 2011, which will reassure communities undertaking stimulus projects 
that the partnership forged with the federal government continues. The Government of 
Canada must now work with provinces and territories to monitor stimulus projects, identify 
regional challenges, and show flexibility where delays are caused by factors outside of 
municipal control. As stimulus spending winds down, we will be urging the federal 
government to put this partnership to work tackling the longer-term problems playing out in 
our communities, from street gangs to homelessness to climate change. 

Municipalities had a lot at stake in this budget, with billions of dollars in stimulus funding 
programs in mid-roll out, as well as billions more in ongoing core funding threatened by the 
need to eliminate the fiscal deficit. The budget has delivered good news for our sector, and 
sets us up well to build on our gains in a post-recession and post-deficit environment. 



STATEMENT BY THE FCM PRESIDENT ON THE FEDERAL BUDGET
 

OTTAWA, March 4, 2010 - Statement by Basil Stewart, President of the Federation of 
Canadian Municipalities (FCM) and Mayor of Summerside, P.E.I: 

FCM applauds the federal government for protecting core investments in cities and 
communities as it reduces the federal budget deficit. These investments will help local 
governments - and Canadian property tax payers - build the infrastructure that is the 
backbone of our economy and quality of life. 

The government is standing by its promise to permanently invest $2 billion a year in gas tax 
revenues in safer roads and bridges, quality public transit, and clean drinking water. This 
commitment, along with funding for affordable housing and the GST Rebate for 
municipalities, is helping local governments build greener communities that can compete 
for new jobs, talent, and investment in the post-recession world. 

Canadians can't afford to relive the 1990s deficit-fight, when federal and provincial budget 
deficits were shifted on to their property tax bills, or paid for with cuts to local services. 
Today's budget protects Canadians by protecting their communities. 

The Economic Action Plan proves that governments must work together to meet national 
challenges. As stimulus spending winds down, we must put this partnership to work 
tackling the longer-term problems playing out in our communities, from street gangs to 
homelessness to climate change. 

With vision and leadership, all three orders of government can continue working together to 
meet the challenges of the 21st century and measurably improve the lives of Canadians. 

-30

For further information or to arrange interviews: Maurice Gingues, 613-907-6395 or 
mqinques@fcm.ca. 

mailto:mqinques@fcm.ca
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Winter Olympic Games 

Whereas Canada has hosted the most successful Olympic Games ever; and 

Whereas the citizens and councils of municipalities throughout British Columbia were 
involved in volunteer support to the Games; and 

Whereas the success of the Games has resulted in an overwhelming sense of Canadian 
pride and passion, due largely to the outstanding volunteer participation of thousands of 
British Columbia residents including municipal councillors and staff. 

Be it resolved that FCM formally acknowledge and thank the people of British Columbia 
for their volunteer services and outstanding hospitality, and thank in particularthe host 
cities of Vancouver, West Vancouver, Whistler and Richmond, and the fourhost Aboriginal 
Nations and further that the Ontario Caucus request the FCM President send a formal letter 
of appreciation to the Mayors of the host cities, the Federal Government and the Provincial 
Government of British Columbia. 
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